
AGENDA 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

CITY OF FERRIS 
A GENERAL LAW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE 

STATE OF TEXAS, ELLIS COUNTY 
AT THE 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS 75125 

6:00 P.M. THURSDAY, MAY 2, 2013 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF FERRIS WILL MEET IN SPECIAL CALLED SESSION AT 6:00 P.M. ON 
THE 2ND  DAY OF MAY, 2013 AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING PLACE AT 215 W. 
SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

INVOCATION 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

1. Call to order. 	 0 

2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 	 1 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

3. Consideration by the Planning and Zoning Commission regarding 
approval of meeting minutes for the City Council and Planning and 
Zoning Commission joint meeting of December 3, 2012. Minutes 
previously approved by City Council on January 7, 2013. 	 2 

DISCUSSION 

4. Discussion regarding the status of the Comprehensive Plan as 
presented by Freese and Nichols, Inc. 	 7 
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Disability Assistance and Accommodation  

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need 
assistance should contact the City Secretary at (972) 544-2110 two working days 
prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

I, PAT BRADLEY, HEREBY CERTIFY 
THE FOREGOING NOTICE WAS 
POSTED ON OR BEFORE THE 26 TH 

 DAY OF,APRIL, 2013 BY 5 P.M. 

PAT BRADLEY 
CITY SECRETARY 

5. 	Adjourn. 

Executive Session Reservation  

The Planning and Zoning Commission reserve the right to convene into an 
Executive Session (closed to the public) as authorized by Section 551.071(2) of 
the TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, for the purpose of seeking confidential legal 
advice from the City Attorney on any agenda item listed herein. 
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Oct. Dec. May

Place Name Title 1 3 2

Place 1 Jim Kay Chair P P

Place 2 Rudy Amor A A

Place 3 Bill Malloy P P

Place 4 David Sacha P P

Place 5 Charlie Hatfield Vice P P

Place 6

Place 7

4 4

Oct. Dec. May

Title 1 3 2

City Manager P P

Secr. to C.M. - -

2 2

  Chairman- "Will the Secretary please call the roll." P

      The Secretary calls each member's position and name. A

      They respond if they are present. R

  Secretary- "A quorum is present." D

E

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
MEETING ATTENDANCE RECORD

2012-2013

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Total Present:

Resigned
Deceased

End of Term

Dennis Burn

City Staff

Name

Destiny Wright

      Total Present:

Present
Absent
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STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ELLIS 

 

 

 

THE FERRIS CITY COUNCIL MET IN A JOINT SESSION WITH 

THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION, DECEMBER 3, 

2012 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 

215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS. 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT                                STAFF PRESENT 
 

 

Bill Pardue, Mayor     Eric Strong, City Manager 

Gary Ross, Mayor Pro Tem    Pat Bradley, City Secretary 

Jim Starr, Alderman Place #1    Melissa Garcia, Finance Dir 

Jay Walsh, Alderman Place #2   Kathy Harrington, Librarian 

Micheal Driggars, Alderman Place #3  Sam Love, Police Chief 

Carol Wright, Alderman Place #5   Scott Mitchell, Fire Chief 

       Dennis Burn, Public Works Dir. 

       Chuck Dart, EDC/Main St Dir 

       Doug Childers, IT 

Jim Kay, Chairman                                                                                                        
Bill Malloy 

David Sacha 

Charlie Hatfield 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT                                   STAFF ABSENT    

                                                                          
Rudy Amor      Mark Goldstucker, City Attorney 

        

 

INVOCATION 

 

The invocation was given by Alderman Starr. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

1. Call to Order.  

 

 Mayor Pardue called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.  
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2. Roll Call of the City Council of determine the presence of a quorum. 

 

 City Secretary Bradley called roll and determined that a quorum was present. 

 

3. Roll call of the Planning and Zoning Commission to determine the presence 

of a quorum. 

 

 City Secretary Bradley called roll and determined that a quorum was present. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

4. Consideration by the City Council regarding the approval of meeting 

minutes for the City Council meeting of November 19, 2012. 

 

 Mayor Pro Tem Ross moved to approve the City Council meeting minutes of 

November 19, 2012.  Seconded by Alderman Starr.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion 

carried 5-0-0. 

 

5. Consideration by the Planning and Zoning commission regarding approval 

of meeting minutes for the City Council and Planning and Zoning 

Commission joint meeting of October 1, 2012.  Minutes previously approved 

by City Council on October 15, 2012. 

 

 Vice Chairman Hatfield moved to approve the minutes for October 1, 2012.  

Seconded by David Sacha. For:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES 

 

6. Consider ratification of expenditures for period ending November 16, 2012. 

  

 Alderman Walsh moved to approve the expenditures for period ending November 

16, 2012.  Seconded by Alderman Driggars.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-

0-0. 

 

 

JOINT WORK SESSION 

 

7. Conduct Joint Work Session regarding the new Proposed Zoning Ordinance. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

 

8. Open Public Hearing. 

 

 Mayor Pardue opened the Public Hearing at 6:32 pm. 

 

9. Conduct Public Hearing to consider Ordinance No. O-12-743 of the City 

Council of the City of Ferris, Texas, repealing in its entirety Ordinance 71 of 

the City of Ferris, Texas, as amended, known as the “Zoning Ordinance of 

the City of Ferris,” and replacing it with a new “Zoning Ordinance of the 

City of Ferris” establishing and providing comprehensive zoning regulations 

and providing for a penalty not to exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) 

for each and every offense. 

 

10. Close Public Hearing. 

 

 With no one wishing to speak, Mayor Pardue closed the Public Hearing at 6:34 

pm. 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

11. Discussion, consideration, and recommendations as may be appropriate by 

the Planning and Zoning Commission regarding Ordinance No. O-12-743 

repealing in its entirety Ordinance 71, as amended and replacing it with a 

new Zoning Ordinance. 

 

 After a lengthy discussion concerning screening of mechanical equipment, 

Charles Hatfield recommended approval and referral to the City Council of 

Ordinance O-12-743 with changes noted in mechanical screening and electrical 

fencing.  Seconded by Jim Kay.  For: Charles Hatfield and Jim Kay.  Against: 

David Sacha and Bill Malloy. Motion failed 2-2-0. 

 

 After another in depth discussion, Charles Hatfield moved to approve and refer to 

City Council Ordinance O-12-743 as amended concerning the screening of 

mechanical equipment adjacent to public ways and residential districts.  Seconded 

by David Sacha.  For: Unanimous. Motion carried 4-0-0. 

 

12. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate by the City 

Council regarding Ordinance No. O-12-743 repealing in its entirety 

Ordinance 71, as amended, and replacing it with a new Zoning Ordinance. 

 

 Alderman Starr moved to approve Ordinance O-12-743 with changes as 

recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission. Seconded by Alderman 

Wright.  For:  Unanimous. Motion carried 5-0-0. 
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13. Planning and Zoning Commission:  Adjourn. 

 

 With no further business to come before the Planning and Zoning Commission, 

Chairman Kay adjourned the board at 7:15 pm. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

14. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

Resolution No. R-12-150 adopting an official Pay Plan and Performance 

Review Process for all employees of the City of Ferris and authorizing an 

immediate pay raise for any employees who are currently paid less than the 

minimum rate of their classification. 

 

 Mayor Pro Tem Ross moved to approve Resolution No. R-12-150 with the 

discussed amendments.  Seconded by Alderman Walsh.  For:  Unanimous.  

Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

15. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

possible new designs for the official City Logo. 

 

 Changes were discussed and this item will be presented again at a later date. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

16. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with 

Walton, Texas LP allowing for Walton, Texas LP to pay for all legal fees 

associated with the potential drafting of a development agreement for a 

Fresh Water Supply District. 

 

 Mayor Pro Tem Ross moved to approve the Mayor entering into a Professional 

Services Agreement with Walton, Texas LP with noted changes in date to January 

15, 2012 and amount to $20,000.  Seconded by Alderman Wright.  For:  

Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

17. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding 

authorizing the City Manager to proceed with the purchase of a new 

Command Vehicle for the Fire Department. 
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 Mayor Pro Tem Ross moved to authorize the City Manager to proceed with the 

purchase of a new Command Vehicle for the Fire Department.  Seconded by 

Alderman Wright.  For:  Unanimous.  Motion carried 5-0-0. 

 

18. Adjourn. 

 

 With no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Pro Tem Ross 

moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Alderman Starr.  For:  Unanimous.  

Motion carried 5-0-0. Mayor Pardue adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm. 

 

 

 

APPROVED THIS THE 7
th

 DAY OF JANUARY, 2013. 

 

 

 

                                                               ____________________________ 
                                                                         Bill Pardue, Mayor  

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Jim Kay, Chairman, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

 

ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

      

__________________________  __________________________________ 

Pat Bradley, City Secretary   Mark Goldstucker, City Attorney   
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: May 2, 2013 

FROM: City Manager 
TO:  Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

SUBJECT: Master Plan 

 

In February, 2013 the Ferris City Council approved a contract 

with The Wallace Group to prepare a master plan for the city.  

There are three components to this plan which are:  

Comprehensive Plan, Utility Planning and Transportation 

Planning.  The Comprehensive Plan is what will be discussed at 

this meeting.  The Comprehensive Plan is being prepared by 

Freese and Nichols, Inc. and they will make a presentation on 

their work to date.   

 

Included in your packet are Draft Comprehensive Plan Goals and 

a Community Snapshot.  This is your opportunity to express your 

opinions and to provide direction.  This is the first of several 

meetings to discuss the Comprehensive Plan as it evolves.    
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Draft Comprehensive Plan Goals 

The purpose of these goals is to define what Ferris seeks to accomplish with this Comprehensive Plan.  

The following draft goals are proposed to guide the Future Land Use and Livability elements.  

 

Future Land Use 

1. Encourage a desirable mix of land uses within the City. 

An appropriate mix of land uses is important to support the City’s tax 

base, supporting Ferris’s overall quality of life.  This mix of land uses 

should include a variety of housing types, recreation, retail, commercial, 

and industrial businesses to meet the community’s needs.  The City has 

recently completed a Park Master Plan, which should be reflected by 

the Future Land Use Plan.  Additionally, as the DFW metropolitan area 

continues to expand, Ferris should ensure adequate development 

regulations are in place.  Land uses adjacent to residential areas should 

be less intensive in nature, such as retail, recreation, or public.  

Commercial and industrial uses, particularly those with outside storage, 

should not be permitted adjacent to residential neighborhoods unless 

significant screening and buffering is used. 

 

2. Encourage complementary and attractive development as well as 

rehabilitation of existing historic structures within the Downtown. 

Downtown Ferris is one of the City’s most unique and attractive 

features.  Downtown should be protected and enhanced to ensure this 

distinct area continues to serve as the heart of Ferris.  Additionally the 

existing historic structures should be rehabilitated or preserved to 

maintain Downtown’s character.   

 

 

Livability 

3. Establish a unique identity for the community. 

Ferris should identify a consistent brand or image for the community to 

be incorporated throughout the community. Major gateways should be 

established at the entrances of the community along Interstate 45 to 

distinguish Ferris from the surrounding communities along the corridor.   

 

Notes 
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4. Improve the physical appearance of Ferris’s frontages and 

neighborhoods. 

Development regulations should ensure quality development of its 

corridor frontages and neighborhoods.  These regulations should 

address building materials, landscaping, and signage, among possible 

others.  Additionally, a proactive code enforcement program should be 

in place to ensure the appearance and safety of the City meets the 

community’s expectations.   

 

5. Improve the safety and functionality of the community’s corridors. 

In addition to Interstate 45, Ferris has several smaller corridors bisecting 

the City, primarily including Central Street, 6th Street, and 8th Street.  

These corridors should be reviewed for recommendations to improve 

the safety for both vehicle and pedestrian traffic, and to improve the 

aesthetic appeal of Ferris.   

 

6. Promote walkable, safe, and active neighborhoods. 

Neighborhoods are the heart of the community.  It is important that 

existing neighborhoods be preserved and protected through a 

combination of public and private investment.  Ensuring safe pedestrian 

routes, a mix of land uses, and quality design standards promotes a 

vibrate area in which residents want to live.   

 

7. Expand the City’s current economic development efforts. 

Incentives are currently in place to improve appearance of existing 

structures in the historic Downtown area, which is a helpful tool in the 

preservation and restoration of Downtown.   Additionally, economic 

development incentives should be explored to help maintain/improve 

existing businesses as well as attracting new desirable businesses.  

Another opportunity for the City is to leverage its local resources, such 

as large properties along Interstate 45 and proximity to the Dallas 

Intermodal Terminal.  

 

Notes 
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8. Pursue the identification, planning, and development of 

City amenities. 

The term “livability” refers to the overall quality of life, or the 

desirability and adequacy of a city of meet its residents’ needs.   

Amenities such as entertainment, restaurants, and other venues for 

social interaction play a significant role in contributing to a city’s 

level of livability.  Desirable amenities should be identified and 

located throughout the City, as appropriate.   

Notes 
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